No. II-Origin of Cholera.?Before discussing the origin of cholera, I must prepare the reader by reviewing the various influences to which, at any moment, the nervous system, the essential part of man, may be exposed.
lsi.?Man is subject to influences emanating directly from the sun, whether these be of light, heat, electricity, magnetism, or attraction. "With regard to the latter force, if the sun is capable of attracting the fluids of the earth towards it, man being on the side of the earth which is exposed to the sun, must come under the same influence of attraction (whatever that may be). We must, for similar reasons, grant some influence to the moon; and when the sun and moon are acting in the same direction, such influence is increased.
2nd.?Man, living on the surface of the earth, although able to move on it, forms an integral part of it, and must more or 34* THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [February 1, 1867. less bo influenced by whatever disturbances occur in the earth, whether of electricity, magnetism, heat, light, motion,* What sort of magnetic influence has the sun on the earth ? It has been supposed that tbe sun is a great magnet, communicating to the earth its magnetic properties, as -well as its temperature.
It has been also supposed that the earth is an independent magnet, the magnetism of which is disturbed by the heat of the sun.
Another suggestion has been that the continual action of the sun's rays on its intertropical regions, and want of such action at the poles, converts the earth into a vast thermo-magnetic apparatus. {Encyclopaedia Rrittanica, Art. Magnetism).
I think there is another hypothesis possible, which is the following :
The to our minds that it is not only inter-stellar, but inter-atomic, and wherever there may be organized, organic, or inorganic matter, there the ether must be taking some part in the phenomena of composition, decomposition, and motion of all kinds. Until we are thoroughly impressed with the reality and omnipresence of this element, all our deductions regarding phenomena of all kinds, but more especially those which refer to organisms, and which are the most obscure, will be at fault.
We must either disbelieve in the universal ether, or if it is a reality, we make a great mistake in not taking it into consideration in everything.
One of the most sensible modes of avoiding the disease, when it is localized, is to avoid the locality; that is, to get out of the cholera cyclone.
" And a move of a few miles is generally sufficient" to get out of the cyclone, and at the same time get rid of the cholera. Through what channel do heat, light, sound, taste, smell, &c., reach our nerve-centres ? I)o not the waves of light strike our retina, and thence communicate the movement to the brain r Do not the waves of air dash against our auditory nerves, and thence communicate to our brain the motion of sound ? Do not the motions caused by the contact of substances with the ends of our gustatory and olfactory nerves communicate to our brains a vibration which we learn to call sweet, sour, &c. r Do not the waves of beat dash against the nerves scattered over the periphery of our body, and thence communicate the movement which we have learnt to call heat? And cannot these same waves of heat reach our nerve-centres through the medium of the inter-atomic ether, independently of the waves which may reach them by tne nerve channels ? Cannot the inter-atomic ether serve as a pa-sage for the transmission of magneto-electric waves, and those resulting from animal radiation, which, reaching the nerve-centres, (all other conditions being favorable,) may create therein such a disturbance as will result in vomiting, purging, general distress, and death ? Are these questions unscientific r Are they unphilosophic ?* Lucknow, 23rd January, 1867.
Note.
In the course of the above communication Dr. Bonavia threw out the question?" Has any decennial periodicity been observed in the occurrence of great epidemics which have visited different parts of the earth?" Our reply is?Yes. Decennial periodicity and the return of epidemics after multiples of ten years has often been insisted on.
Dr. Friedrich Schnurrer declares that the plague appears at Aleppo every ten years. The following is a quotation from the preface to Dr. Howe's work on Epidemic Diseases, published in 1865, which we commend to the notice of Dr. Bonavia: * We hope Dr. Bonavia will pardon us for remarking that wo thinlc he is indulging a little in the practice which Aristophanes recommended to his disciples " Not to restrain imagination, hut to let it soar like a butterfly which boys tie to a thread."?Ed., I, 31, G.
" On the other hand, epidemic visitations will be found recurring frequently at the end of nine and ten years; for instance, we find pestilence in London in 1G25; Diemerbroeck interested. This is all that seems necessary to be considered in relation to the revolution of the lunar apse line.
